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MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT. 


Health  Department, 

Rawtenstall, 

January  31st,  1909. 


To  the  Members  of  the  Town  Council  of  the  Borough 

of  Rawtenstall. 


Gentlemen, 


I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Fifth- 
Annual  Report  for  your  consideration. 
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The  area  of  the  Borough  is  9528  acres  and  the  population 
at  the  census  1901  was  31,053.  I  estimate  the  population  at 
present  to  be  32,700,  as  the  number  of  inhabited  houses  has 
increased  from  6,875  at  the  census  to  7,278  in  June,  1908. 

The  bulk  of  the  population  is  distributed  along  the  banks 
of  the  Irwell  and  its  tributaries,  the  Lummy,  the  Whitewell, 
and  Cowpe  Brooks. 

Thus  there  are  four  Valleys — the  main  one  running  from 
east  to  west,  extends  from  Waterfoot  to  Rawtenstall — and 
three  branches.  The  first  branch  runs  north  from  Rawtenstall 
to  Crawshawbooth  and  Loyeclough  ;  the  second  north  from 
Waterfoot  to  Lumb  and  Water;  the  third,  only  one  side  of 
which  is  in  the  Borough,  runs  in  a  south-easterly  direction 
from  Waterfoot  to  Cowpe.  The  Lummy  drains  the  Craw¬ 
shawbooth  Valley,  the  Whitewell  the  Lumb  Valley,  and 
Cowpe  Brook  the  east  end  of  Cowpe  Lowe  and  the  west  end  of 
Rooley  Moor.  The  hills  surrounding  these  Valleys  vary  in 
height  from  800  to  1,500  feet  above  sea  level. 

The  ground  water  is  always  at  a  high  level  on  account 
of  the  presence  of  clay  near  the  surface,  almost  all  over  the 
Borough.  On  the  highest  land  this  layer  of  clay  is  overlaid 
by  peat  to  the  depth  of  several  feet.  This  layer  of  peat, 
acting  as  a  sponge,  always  holds  a  large  quantity  of  water, 
and,  together  with  the  high  average  rainfall,  causes  our 
atmosphere  to  have  a  high  percentage  of  contained  moisture. 

The  narrowness  of  the  valleys  is  not  altogether  an 
unmixed  blessing ;  it  has  prevented  the  overcrowding  of 
houses,  and  such  diseases  as  overcrowding  fosters  ;  but  has 
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rendered  Sanitary  work,  scavenging,  and  the  construction  of 
sewerage  works,  a  matter  of  considerable  difficulty  and 
expense. 

The  number  of  back-to-back,  single  and  cellar  dwellings 
is  decreasing,  and  paving  and  draining  of  adjoining  streets  is 
rendering  the  remaining  ones  more  sanitary. 

Trade  throughout  the  year  was  not  good,  although  there 
was  a  revival  in  the  Cotton  and  Slipper  trades  in  the 
Autumn. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

THE  MORTALITY. — During  the  year  1908  the  number 
of  deaths  in  the  Borough  was  544,  as  compared  with  581  in 
1907,  534  in  1900,  521  in  1905,  and  556  in  1904;  of  these 
deaths  112  took  place  in  the  Workhouse,  and  21  of  them  were 
former  residents  in  the  Borough  ;  four  deaths  also  belonging 
to  this  district  took  place  in  public  institutions  elsewhere, 
making  the  nett  number  of  deaths  belonging  to  the  Borough 
457  (Males  241,  Females  216).  The  nett  number  of  deaths 
for  1908  is  the  lowest  recorded  with  two  exceptions,  viz  ,  1902 

when  the  number  was  442,  and  1905  when  it  was  455,  and 
shows  a  decrease  of  47,  as  compared  with  1907,  this  decrease  is 
due  to  the  smaller  number  of  deaths,  due  to  Respiratory 
diseases  and  deaths  under  one  year  of  age. 

The  rainfall  during  the  twelve  months  was  over  46  inches, 
a  diminution  of  three  inches  as  compared  with  1907,  and  the 
weather  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year  was  mild. 
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In  comparison  with  1907  there  was  a  marked  decrease 
in  Infantile  deaths,  chiefly  in  deaths  due  to  Wasting  Diseases 
(Including  Premature  Birth,  Congenital  Defects  and  Debility), 
and  Respiratory  diseases,  and  this  in  spite  of  the  Epidemic  of 
Whooping  Cough  which  commenced  in  the  autumn  of  1907 
and  lasted  until  the  early  summer  of  1908_  and  the  Measles 
Epidemic  which  starting  at  the  Townsendfold  end  of  the 
Borough,  spread  during  the  months  of  September,  October, 
November  and  December,  spread  all  over  the  more  thickly 
populated  parts  of  the  town,  and  necessitated  the  closure  of 
eleven  school  departments. 

The  Death  Rate  for  1908  was  13  97  per  1000  of  the 
population  estimated  as  32,700  at  the  middle  of  the  year.  This 
is  the  lowest  death-rate  on  record  for  the  Borough. 

The  following  table  gives  the  estimated  population, 
number  of  deaths  and  death-rate  in  each  Ward  in  1908  : — 


Name  of  Ward 

Estimated 

Population. 

Number 
of  Deaths. 

Death-rate. 

North  Ward 

3669 

55 

15-26 

West  Ward 

3463 

37 

10-68 

Central  (N  orth  )  VY  ard . . . 

7893 

133 

16-85 

Central  (South)  Ward  ... 

6733 

86 

12-77 

South  East  Ward 

5447 

77 

14-13 

East  Ward 

5495 

65 

11-82 

As  compared  with  last  year  there  was  an  increase  of  one 
per  thousand  on  the  death-rate  of  the  North  and  Central 
North  Wards,  in  all  the  other  Wards  there  was  a  decrease, 
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most  marked  in  the  West  and  East  Wards,  where  it  was  5*5 
per  thousand  in  each  case. 

dhe  average  death-rate  for  the  whole  Borough  for  the 
ten  years  1898  to  1907  inclusive  was  15  51. 

The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1907  was  15*0 
Urban  149 — Rural  147. 

4  he  death-i ate  for  the  Administrative  County  of  Lancaster 
for  was  1907  14*40— Urban  14*59-  Rural  1311. 

The  figures  for  1908  are  not  yet  available. 

BIRTH-RATE. — The  number  of  births  registered  during 
the  year  was  greater  than  have  been  registered  since  1900, 
the  number  being  733  (Males  343,  Females  390 )  against  720  in 
1907  ;  666  in  1906,  and  699  in  1905  ;  equal  to  a  birth-rate  of 
22*41  per  thousand  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  22*08 
in  1907,  20*68  in  1906,  and  21*84  in  1905.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  the  birth-rate  is  higher  than  for  the  preceding  three 
years. 

The  following  table  gives  the  estimated  population, 
number  of  births  and  birth-rate  for  each  Ward  during  1908  : 


Name  of  Ward. 

Estimated 

Population. 

Number 
of  Births. 

Birth-rate. 

North  Ward 

3669 

55 

15*26 

West  Ward 

3463 

81 

23*39 

Central  (North)  Ward... 

7893 

190 

2409 

Central  (South)  Ward... 

6733 

148 

21*98 

South  East  Ward 

5447 

141 

25*88 

East  Ward 

5495 

118 

21  47 
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The  number  of  Illegitimate  Births  registered  during  the 
year  was  28  as  compared  with  3d  in  1907,  24  in  1906,  eight  of 
these  children  were  born  in  the  Workhouse.  Eight  deaths  of 
illgeitimate  children  occurred  before  the  age  of  r2  months, 
equal  to  28’ 57  per  cent  of  such  births,  whilst  the  total 
mortality  for  infants  under  12  months  was  only  11 '32  per  cent, 
so  that  the  death-rate  amongst  illegitimate  children  is  more 
than  two  and  a  half  times  as  great  as  the  total  death-i  a  ce  foi 

all  children. 


The  ages  aud  causes  of  death  were  as  follows 


Age. 

1  hour 

6  months 
3  months 
1  month 
1  day 

1  month 

2  months 

7  months 


Cause  op  Death. 

Premature  Birth. 
Laryngismus  Stridulus. 
Bronchitis. 

Pneumonia. 

Debility. 

Convulsions. 

Debility  from  Birth. 
Diarrhoea. 


The  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1907  was  26'3 
and  for  the  administrative  County  of  Lancaster  24  23  Urban 
24  47 — Rural  22'60. 

The  natural  increase  of  the  Borough  in  1908 —  that  is  the 
excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  276. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. — The  total  number  of  deaths 
of  children  under  one  year  of  age  was  83,  as  compared  with  98 
in  1907,  82  in  1906,  82  in  1905,  and  102  in  1904 ;  with  two 
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exceptions  this  is  the  smallest  number  of  infantile  deaths  ever 
recorded  for  the  Borough,  and  as  the  number  of  births  in  1908 
was  larger  than  for  those  years  the  rate  per  thousand  births  is 
the  lowest,  viz  : — 113  23  as  compared  with  136*11  in  1907, 
123*12  in  1906,  and  118*8  in  1905.  The  average  rate  for  the 
last  ten  years  was  138*01. 


The  following  table  gives  the  estimated  population, 
number  of  deaths  under  one  year,  infantile  mortality  and  birth 
rate  in  each  Ward  in  1908  : — 


Name  of  Ward. 

Estimated 

Population 

Number 
of  Deaths 
under 
one  year. 

Infantile 
Mortality 
per  th’sand 
Births. 

Birth- 

Rate. 

North  Ward 

3669 

5 

90 

15*26 

West  Ward 

3463 

9 

111 

23*39 

Central  (North)  Ward... 

7893 

23 

121 

24*09 

Central  (South)  Ward... 

6733 

16 

108 

21*98 

South  East  Ward 

5447 

15 

106 

25*88 

East  Ward 

5495 

15 

127 

21  47 

The  Infantile  mortality  for  England  and  Wales  in  1907 
was  118  per  thousand  births  and  for  the  Administrative  County 
of  Lancaster  125 — Urban  129 — Rural  96. 


The  number  of  deaths  under  five  years  of  age  was  115  as 
compared  with  136  in  1907,  and  125  in  1906,  the  decrease  is 
due  to  the  smaller  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age 
The  annual  mortality  rate  was  3  51  per  thousand,  as  compared 
with  4*17  for  last  year.  A  reference  to  Table  V.,  (page  30) 
shows  that  the  Wasting  diseases  only  claimed  34  infant  lives  as 
compared  with  52  in  1907 ;  Respiratory  diseases  account 
for  17,  and  Common  Infectious  diseases  for  11. 
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I  maj'  again  call  your  attention  to  the  significant  fact  that 
in  years  when  the  cotton  trade  is  bad  there  is  a  fall  in  the 
number  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  from  Wasting  diseases, 
as  a  rule  when  there  is  an  increase  in  the  number  of  births 
there  is  an  increase  m  the  number  of  infantile  deaths  also  ;  but 
in  1908  although  the  number  of  births  increased  as  compared 
with  the  preceding  three  years,  the  infantile  mortality  was 
lower  than  in  those  years  ;  the  reason  I  think  is  that  as  the 
cotton  trade  in  1908  was  not  so  flourishing  as  in  the  three 
preceding  years,  mothers  were  able  to  stay  at  home  more  and 
nurse  their  children  themselves. 


An  enquiry  into  the  kind  of  house  in  which  the  infantile 
deaths  took  place  resulted  as  follows  : — 


Back  to  Back 

Single 

Double 

Deaths  in 

Houses. 

Houses. 

Cellars. 

Houses 

North  Ward 

2  ... 

2  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

East  Ward 

5  ... 

5  ... 

•  •  •  *  *  • 

5 

West  Ward 

4  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

5 

South  East  Ward... 

o  ... 

1 

1  ... 

8 

Central  North  Ward 

8  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  . 

... 

15 

Central  South  Ward 

9  ... 

2 

2  ... 

3 

Totals 

33 

10 

3 

37 

The  numbers  of  each  class  of  house  and 

*  i  •  j  i  n  •  lit 

the  deaths 

therein 

is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 
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Class  of  House. 

No.  of  Houses. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Back  to  Back 

1914 

33 

Single 

1079 

10 

Cellar 

122 

3 

Double 

4098 

37 

The  proportion 

of  deaths  to  houses 

was  greatest  in  back 

to  back  and  cellar  dwellings,  and  least  in  the  double  houses. 
The  results  in  single  houses  were  almost  exactly  the  same  as 
in  the  case  of  double  houses  ;  by  double  houses  I  mean  those 
with  back  and  front  doors  ;  single  houses  although  having 
only  one  door  in  a  great  many  cases  possess  through  ventilation. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES.— The  deaths  due  to  the  seven 
principal  Zymotic  diseases  viz: — (Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet 
Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Enteric  Fever  and 
Diarrhoea),  were  36  in  1908  as  compared  with  16  in  1907,  27  in 
1906,  and  15  in  1905. 

The  total  Zymotic  death-rate  was  1T9  as  compared  with 
0M9  in  1907,  0*84  in  1906,  and  0  46  in  1905. 

Excluding  Diarrhoea  the  Zymotic  rate  was  0\85.  The 
Zymotic  death-rate  for  the  Administrative  County  of  Lancaster 
in  1907  was  F43. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFICATION.  -The 
number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  in  1908  was  only  81  as 
compared  with  145  in  1907,  68  in  1906,  132  in  1905  and  202  in 
1904.  The  number  of  cases  per  thousand  of  the  population 
is  therefore  only  2‘46  with  one  exception  the  lowest  figure  on 
record  since  the  incorporation  of  the  Borough, 
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Small-Pox. — No  cases  of  Smali-pox  occurred  in  the 
Borough  this  year. 

Scarlet  Fever. — There  was  a  very  great  decrease  in  the 
number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Eever,  only  27  as  compared  with  88 
last  year  and  17  in  1906,  65  in  1905,  139  in  1904,  69  in  1903. 
There  was  one  death,  in  1907,  none  in  1906,  one  in  1905 
and  three  in  1904.  The  death  rate  is  therefore  equal  to  3’ 7 
per  cent  of  the  cases. 

The  disease  did  not  appear  in  any  of  the  more  densely 
populated  parts  of  the  Borough,  and  was  therefore  more  easily 
kept  in  check  than  was  the  case  last  year,  of  the  ten  cases  in 
South  East  Ward  four  were  in  the  same  family  and  only  six 
houses  were  infected. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  close  any  school  on  account  of 
Scarlet  Fever,  but  when  a  scholar  was  notified  as  suffering  from 
Scarlet  Fever  the  school  walls,  floors  and  desks  were 
thoroughly  sprayed  with  a  solution  of  Formalia  with  excellent 
results  as  regards  prevention  of  further  infection. 

The  cases  were  distributed  as  follows  :  — 

North  Ward  .  1  Central  South  Ward  ...  5 

West  Ward  .  2  South  East  Ward  ...  10 

Central  North  Ward  2  East  Ward  .  7 

If  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table  which  gives  the 
age,  sex  and  monthly  distribution,  that  the  cases  were 
most  prevalent  during  the  early  months  of  the  year,  and  that 
no  case  was  notified  after  July,  and  only  three  cases  after  the 
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end  of  April.  I  do  not  remember  the  Borough  to  have  been 
so  free  for  so  long  a  period  before,  we  get  very  few  return 
cases,  due  I  think  to  the  thorough  manner  in  which  the 
disinfection  of  infected  rooms  and  bedding  is  carried  out  after 
each  case,  the  former  by  Antisepto  form,  and  the  latter  with 
steam.  I  attached  also  great  importaace  to  the  disinfection  of 
school  rooms,  school  cloak  rooms,  and  desks. 


The  following  table  gives  the  age,  sex,  and  monthly 
distribution 


Month. 

Under 
i  year. 
M.  F. 

i  and 

under 

5  years. 
M.  F. 

5  and 

under 
15  years 
M.  F. 

15  and 

under 
25  years 
M.  F. 

25  and 

under 
65  yeaas 
M.  F. 

65  and 
upwa’ds 
M.  F. 

Total 

for 

Month. 
M.  F. 

January  .. 

1  ... 

3  ... 

...  2 

•  ♦  • 

•  •  • 

4  2 

February... 

1  1 

3  3 

...  1 

1  1 

5  6 

March 

...  1 

•  •  • 

1  1 

1  2 

April 

...  1 

1  2 

•  •  ♦ 

1  3 

May 

•  •  • 

1  ... 

1  ... 

June 

•  •  • 

1  ... 

1  ... 

July 

...  1 

...  1 

August  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

September 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

October  ... 

•  •  • 

.  •  * 

•  •  • 

November 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

December 

... 

•  •  • 

Totals 

•  •  • 

2  4 

8  5 

1  4 

2  1 

•  •  • 

13  14 

Diphtheria., — There  were  ten  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified 
and  two  of  Membranous  Croup,  taking  the  two  together  there 
were  twelve  cases  as  compared  with  nine  in  1907,  and  nine  in 
1906. 
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The  death-rate  was  unusually  heavy  as  four  were 
registered  as  due  to  Diphtheria  and  two  to  Membranous  Croup 
equal  to  a  case  mortality  of  50  per  cent. 

The  cases  were  distributed  as  follows  : — 

North  Ward  .  0.  Central  South  Ward  ...  3. 

Westward  .  5.  South  East  Ward  ...  1. 

Central  Ward  North  3.  East  Ward  .  0. 


The  following  table  gives  the  age,  sex,  and  monthly 
distribution  :  — 


i  and 

5  and 

15  and 

25  and 

Total 

U  nder 

under 

under 

under 

under 

65  and 

for 

Month. 

i  year 

5  years 

15  years 

25  years 

65  years 

upwa’ds 

Month. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

January  ... 

1 

1  1 

2  1 

February 

1 

... 

...  1 

March 

... 

April 

1  1 

1  1 

2  2 

May 

•  •  • 

...  1 

...  1 

June 

...  1 

...  1 

...  2 

July 

•  •  » 

•  •  • 

•  • 

August  ... 

.  .  . 

■  •  • 

•  •  • 

September 

,  .  . 

... 

... 

October  .. 

•  •  • 

November 

1  ... 

1  ... 

December 

Total 

... 

3  3 

2  6 

•  •  • 

5  7 

A  comparison  of  this  table  with  that  showing  the  monthly 
distribution  of  Scarlet  Fever,  shows  very  clearly  that  as  in  the 
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case  of  Scarlet  Fever  the  outbreak  ceased  at  the  end  of  June 
with  the  exception  of  a  solitary  case  in  November. 

Typhoid  Fever. — There  were  ten  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever 
as  compared  with  15  in  1907,  eight  in  1906,  16  in  1905,  15  in 
1904,  and  18  in  1903,  and  one  death  resulted.  The  Borough 
has  been  freer  from  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  in  1908,  than  for 
many  years  ;  as  usual  the  outbreaks  were  fairly  evenly 
distributed  over  the  whole  Borough,  West  Ward  and  Central 
South  Ward  alone  escaping,  and  there  was  no  large  outbreak 
as  only  in  one  instance  was  the  water  supply  at  fault,  (No.  4  in 
the  appended  table)  ;  shell  fish  was  the  suspected  cause  in  one 
case  ;  defective  drains  in  three  cases,  and  sewer  gas  from  a 
manhole  placed  too  near  a  dwelling  in  one  case. 

In  connection  with  this  disease  I  would  again  urge  on  you 
the  desirability  of  ventilating  the  main  sewers  in  side  streets 
in  some  other  manner  than  by  manholes  at  the  street  level,  as 
the  escaping  gas  is  at  once  a  nuisance  and  a  danger  to  persons 
who  have  to  live  and  prepare  and  consume  their  food  within  a 
few  feet  of  it.  The  manholes  ought  to  be  reasonably  air  tight 
and  the  sewers  ventilated  at  intervals  by  means  of  lampposts, 
the  sewer  air  being  drawn  up  and  utilised  to  burn  the  gas 
which  of  course  should  not  be  extinguished  in  the  daytime 
I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  in  no  case  was  the  milk  supply 
at  fault. 


The  following  table  shows  the  age,  sex,  monthly  distribution,  locality  and  probable  cause  : 
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Commercial  Inn,  F  38  Housewife.  R  Contracted  from  previous  case 

Waterfoot.  in  same  house  No.  7 
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Tlie  distribution  by  Wards  was  as  follows  : — 


North  Ward  .  1. 

West  Ward  .  0. 

Central  North  Ward  2. 


Central  South  Ward  ...  0. 

South  East  Ward  ...  4. 

East  Ward  .  3. 


Erysipelas. — Twenty-five  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  notified 
as  compared  with  27  in  1907,  23  in  1906.  Only  one  terminated 
fatally,  equal  to  a  case  mortality  of  four  per  cent. 


The  following  table  shows  the  age,  sex,  and  monthly 
distributions  : — 


Month. 

Under  i 
year. 
M.  F. 

i  and 

under 

5  years 
M.  F. 

5  and 

under 
15  years 
M.  F. 

15  and 

under 
25  years 
M.  F. 

25  and 

under 
65  years 
M.  F. 

65  and 
upwa’ds 
M.  F 

Total 

for 

Month 

3M.  f. 

January  .. 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1  2 

1  ... 

2  2 

February 

. . . 

•  •  • 

1  1 

1  1 

March 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

...  1 

...  2 

April 

...  1 

1  ... 

. . . 

1  1 

May 

. . . 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

June 

1  ... 

.  .  . 

...  2 

.  .  « 

1  2 

July 

•  •  • 

9 

... 

1  ... 

1  2 

August  ... 

.  .  . 

1  ... 

1 

1  1 

September 

,  .  . 

1  ... 

. . . 

. . . 

1  ... 

October  ... 

.  •  . 

.  .  . 

1  ... 

•  •  • 

1 

November 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

...  1 

•  •  • 

...  1 

December 

l  ... 

1  1 

...  1 

2  2 

Total 

... 

...  1 

O 

-J  ... 

1  ... 

6  10 

2  3 

11  14 
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The  distribution  by  Wards  were  as  follows  :  — 

North  Ward  .  2.  Central  South  Ward  ...  2. 

West  Ward  .  5.  South  East  Ward  ...  0. 

Central  North  Ward  14.  East  Ward  .  2. 

The  most  densely  populated  Ward  with  the  poorest 
inhabitants  suffered  the  most. 


Measles.— Measles  was  the  cause  of  one  death  in  February 
but  did  not  become  prevalent  until  the  later  summer  months, 
when  a  number  of  cases  were  reported  at  Townsendfold,  and 
both  departments  of  the  school  were  closed  ;  in  spite  of  this 
and  frequent  disinfection  of  this  and  other  schools,  cases 
continued  to  be  reported  and  the  epidemic  spread  up  the 
valley  to  Crawshawbooth,  Goodshaw  and  Loveclough,  and  in 
December  appeared  in  Newchurch. 


The  following  schools  were  closed  in  consequence  of  the 
number  of  scholars  who  were  suffering  from  Measles. 


Townsendfold  Council  School,  both  Departments. 
Crawshawbooth  Wesleyan  School,  Infants  Department. 
Goodshaw  Council  School,  both 

Crawshawbooth  Church  of  England  School,  both 
Departments. 

Constablelee  Church  of  England  School,  Infants  Department. 


Edgeside 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


Newchurch  ,, 
Loveclough  ,, 
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The  end  of  the  year  saw  the  epidemic  still  in  progress 
chiefly  in  the  Rawtenstall  and  Cloughfold  districts. 

Measles  was  responsible  for  ten  deaths,  four  being  children 
under  one,  and  five  of  children  between  one  and  five  years  of 

age. 

Whooping  Cough.— Whooping  Cough  was  very  prevalent 
during  the  early  months  of  the  year,  and  did  not  entirely 
disappear  until  the  end  of  June.  The  greatest  number  of  cases 
occurred  in  January  when  five  deaths  took  place  and  seven 
Infant  schools  had  to  be  closed;  this  appeared  to  have  the 
desired  effect,  and  afterwards  the  number  of  cases  diminished 

rapidly. 

The  Infants  Departments  of  the  following  Schools  were 
closed  during  part  of  .January  and  February 

Loveclough  Church  of  .England  School. 

Crawshawbooth  ,,  „  ” 

Rawtenstall  Council  School. 

Cloughfold  ,,  »» 

Towsendfold  ,,  » 

Water  „  »> 

Rewchurch  Church  of  England  School. 

Ten  deaths  resulted  from  Whooping  Cough,  seven  being 
of  children  under  one  year  of  age,  and  three  between  one  and 

five  years  of  age. 

In  the  case  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  it  was  found 
that  a  single  disinfection  of  the  school-rooms  in  the  usual 
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manner  by  means  of  Formalin  Solution  sprayed  on  walls, 
floors  and  desks,  did  not  check  the  spread  of  the  diseases,  I 
therefore  advised  the  Education  Committee  to  adopt  some 
system  of  daily  disinfection  of  School-floors  before  they  are 
swept  by  the  caretaker. 

Diarrhoca.  Eleven  deaths  were  returned  as  due  to 
Diarrhoea,  as  compared  with  five  in  1907,  eleven  in  1906. 
Eight  of  the  deaths  were  of  children  under  the  age  of  one  year, 
and  occurred  in  the  following  months  : — 

March  ...  ...  ...  One  death. 


April 

October 

November 

December 


One  death. 


Three  deaths. 


One  death. 
Two  deaths. 


The  Diarrhoea!  death-rate  was  0  336  per  thousand  per 
annum  of  the  population. 

Epidemic  Influenza.— This  disease  was  prevalent  in 
January  and  February,  when  three  deaths  resulted  from  it, 
and  again  in  December  when  one  death  took  place  ;  the  deaths 
from  Influenza  in  1908  were  therefore  the  same  as  in  1907. 

Respiratory  Diseases. — (Exclusive  of  deaths  due  to 
Phthisis) — Respiratory  Diseases  (Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and 
Pleurisy)  were  responsible  for  87  deaths  as  compared  with 
125  in  1907,  74  in  1906,  100  in  1905,  and  77  in  1904. 

The  death-rate  therefrom  was  2‘63  as  compared  with  3’8 
in  1907,  2-29  in  1906,  and  3T2  in  1905. 
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The  death-rate  for  the  Administrative  County  of 
Lancaster  in  1907  was  2'90 — Urban  2'99  — Rural  2  29.  A 
noticeable  feature  of  the  deaths  from  Respiratory  diseases  is  the 
small  proportion  of  infantile  deaths,  only  26  per  cent  as 
compared  with  33  per  cent  last  year,  this  is  rather  remarkable 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  Whooping  Cough  was  prevalent  in  the 
early,  and  Measles  in  the  later  months  of  the  year. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  under 
and  over  five  years  of  age,  each  month  : 


Jan. 

Peb. 

Mar. 

April. 

May. 

June. 

Under  5  years 

2 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

Over  5  years 

8 

15 

3 

9 

/ 

4 

July. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Uov. 

Dec. 

Under  5  years 

0 

0 

1 

3 

3 

5 

Over  5  years 

1 

0 

4 

1 

0 

7 

Phthisis — The  number  of  deaths  from  Phthisis  during  the 
year  was  32  as  compared  with  39  in  1907,  37  in  1906,  20  in 
1905,  and  23  in  1904. 

The  annual  death-rate  was  0*97,  a  fractional  decrease  as 
compared  with  1907  when  it  was  1T9,  in  1906  the  rate  was  1T4 
in  1905  0-62,  and  in  1904  0-73. 

The  County  death-rate  from  Phthisis  in  1907  was  0'94 

The  deaths  from  other  Tubercular  diseases  numbered  ten, 
as  compared  with  12  in  1907,  19  in  1906,  14  in  1905,  and  13 
in  1904. 
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The  total  of  deaths  due  to  all  Tubercular  diseases  was 
theiefore  42,  equal  to  a  death-rate  of  T28  per  thousand  of  the 

population  as  compared  with  T55  in  1907,  1-73  in  1906,  and 
1'06  in  1905. 

The  County  death-rate  from  all  Tubercular  diseases 

was  T37. 


Disinfection  and  Isolation.— All  bedding-  and  clothing*  is 
disinfected  by  steam,  rooms  by  formalin  vapour  and  painted  or 
colour  washed  walls,  desks,  floors  &c.,  by  a  solution  of  formalin 
sprayed  on  by  a  force  pump.  Eighteen  schools  have  been  so 
disinfected  during  the  year  after  outbreaks  of  Measles  and 
Whooping  Cough. 


Isolation  in  Hospital  is  only  possible  as  yet  for  Small-pox 

at  the  Ridge,  Hareholme,  where  there  is  accommodation  for 
22  cases. 


WA1ER  SUPPLY. — About  two-thirds  of  the  houses  in 
the  Borough  are  supplied  from  the  reservoirs  of  the  Bury  and 
District  Joint  Water  Board,  situated  at  Clow  Bridge  and 
Clough  Bottom,  both  in  the  Borough  boundaries  The  supply 
has  been  abundant  and  the  quality  good  throughout  the  year. 
There  are  still  a  great  many  private  supplies,  but  no  serious 
outbreak  of  disease  has  been  traced  to  them,  although  one  case 
of  Typhoid  Fever  at  Piercey  was  undoubtedly  due  to  impure 
water;  this  supply  was  thoroughly  overhauled  and  a  new 
collecting  tank  made,  and  the  water  is  now  quite  safe  for 
domestic  purposes. 
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MILK  SUPPLY. — There  are  no  registered  milk  shops  in 
the  Borough,  as  all  the  farmers  who  sell  milk  do  so  from  carts 
direct  to  the  consumer. 

There  are  153  registered  milk  sellers  who  reside  in  the 
Borough  and  six  who  reside  outside  the  boundary.  Lining 
the  past  twelve  months  no  case  of  Infectious  disease  was  found 
to  have  been  conveyed  or  spread  by  means  of  milk. 

Very  few  of  the  byres  are  of  sufficient  size  to  comply  with 
your  Bye-laws  in  the  matter  of  air  space  per  cow,  and  are  as  a 
rule  badly  lighted  and  ventilated  ;  they  are  however  very  well 
kept  in  the  majorty  of  cases  and  the  lime  washing  is  piopeily 

carried  out. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES— The  number  of  registered 
slaughter  houses  remains  the  same  as  last  year,  viz  35,  and 
without  exception  they  are  well  kept  and  in  a  sanitary  state. 

FAIRS— The  Rawtenstall  and  Newchurch  fairs  passed 
off  without  any  case  of  infectious  disease  occurring  amongst 
the  showmen  or  their  families  ;  and  no  cases  of  overcrowding 
or  insanitary  vans  were  discovered. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES  AND  HOUSES  LET 
IN  LODGINGS. — There  are  now  six  common  lodging  houses 
as  compared  with  four  last  year  ;  no  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
occurred  at  any  of  them,  and  the  sanitary  conveniences  have 
been  much  improved  where  it  was  most  required. 

There  are  21  registered  houses  let  in  lodgings  and 
although  they  have  been  inspected  regularly  we  have  not  much 
control  over  them,  as  the  tenants  are  largely  birds  of  passage. 
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T  think  it  would  be  better  if  the  inspection  of  common 
lodging  houses  and  houses  let  in  lodgings  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  police,  who  could  report  any  irregularity,  the  inspection 
would  then  be  carried  out  more  systematically  then  it  is  at 
present,  and  cases  of  overcrowding’,  illness  Ac.,  would  be 
brought  to  our  notice  more  promptly  and  surely. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT.— One  hundred 
and  ninety  two  Workshops  have  been  visited  as  compared  with 
189  in  1907,  179  in  1906,  and  161  in  1905,  and  on  the  whole 
were  found  to  be  clean,  well  ventilated  and  well  lighted  with 
sufficient  air  space  and  properly  wrarmed. 

1  hree  notices  of  fresh  workshops  were  received  from  His 
Majesty  s  Inspector  of  Factories  during  the  past  year. 

Home  workers’  houses  have  been  visited  at  intervals 
during  the  year,  and  without  exception  were  found  to  be 
clean  and  in  a  sanitary  state  ;  no  case  of  infectious  disease  was 
notified  as  occurring  m  any  home  workers  family. 

Ihe  lists  of  outworkers  were  sent  in  more  punctually  last 
year  than  had  ever  been  the  case  before  ;  four  firms  sent  in 
two  lists,  and  two  firms  one  list  each. 


One  list  containing  five  names  was  sent  to  the  Bacup 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

BAKEHOUSES.  There  are  only  two  underground 
bakehouses  in  the  Borough,  both  large,  well  lighted  and  well 
ventilated  establishments, 
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The  numbers  of  bakers,  confectioners  and  oat  cake  bakers 
ramains  the  same  as  for  last  year,  viz  :  bakers  and  confectioner  s 
36,  oat  cake  bakers  3  ;  their  bakehouses  are  on  the  whole  very 
•well  conducted  and  clean,  and  some  of  the  larger  ones  aie 
mode's  of  cleanliness  and  up-to-date  in  every  respect. 


MID  WIVES  ACT,  1902.— Twenty  certified  midwives  are 
at  present  registered  for  this  Borough  under  the  Midwives 
Act,  1902  ;  of  whom  two  have  temporarily  ceased  to  practice. 


They  are  inspected  periodically  both  at  their  houses  and 
during  their  attendance  at  cases  by  one  of  the  Inspectors  of 
Midwives,  appointed  by  the  County  Council.  Seven  cases  of 
Puerperal  Fever  were  notified  and  three  terminated  fatally,  as 
compared  with  six  and  one  death  in  1907,  five  and  one  death  m 
1906.  Four  of  the  cases  were  attended  by  midwives  who  were 
suspended  from  practising  for  a  time  and  their  dresses,  bags 
and  outfits  disinfected. 

No  extension  cases  occurred  in  connection  with  any  of  the 
notified  cases. 


SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION  —The  scavenging  is 
carried  out  by  the  Corporation  and  the  work  is  satisfactorily 
performed. 


A  different  system  of  sewer  ventilation  is  required,  the 
nuisance  arising  from  the  open  manholes  m  some  localities  is 
very  great,  and  in  one  or  two  instances  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever 
has  resulted  from  the  too  close  proximity  of  these  manholes  to 
the  air  inlets  of  the  dwellings.  The  manholes  should  be  made 


airtight,  and  ventilation  carried  out  by  means  of  continuously 
burning  lamps  placed  at  intervals. 
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The  paving  of  back  and  side  streets  is  being  energetically 
carried  forward  with  beneficial  results  from  a  sanitary  point 
of  view. 


A  detailed  account  of  other  sanitary  improvements  will  be 
found  on  page  35  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report, 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  express  my  thanks  to  the 
members  of  the  Health  Committee.  Mr.  Johnson  the  Borough 
Surveyor,  and  Mr.  Rawling  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  their 
help  and  co-operation  in  various  directions  during  the  past 
year. 

I  append  the  Local  Government  Board  Tables  I.  II.  III. 
IV.  and  V.,  and  the  Home  Office  Table  dealing  with  Factories, 
Workshops,  Ac. 


And  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Yonr  Obedient  Servant, 


J.  E.  HELM, 

B  A.,  M.B.,  B.C.,  (Cantab). 


TABLE  I.— VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT  during  1908  and  Previous  Years. 
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§  At  Census  of  1901. 
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TABLE  II— Vital  Statistics  of  Separate  Localities  in  1908  and 

previous  year. 


Whole  District. 

19  )7.  190S. 


Population  estimated  to  middle  of  each  year  ... 

32,600 

...  32,700 

Births  registered 

720 

733 

Deaths  at  all  ages  ... 

504 

457 

Deaths  under  one  year 

98 

83 

North  Ward. 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  each  year  ... 

366) 

...  3669 

Births  registered 

82 

55 

Deaths  at  all  ages  ... 

53 

55 

Deaths  under  one  year 

10 

5 

West  Ward. 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  each  year  ... 

3358 

•••  3463 

Births  registered 

73 

81 

Deaths  at  all  ages  ... 

55 

37 

Deaths  under  one  year 

10 

9 

Central  Ward  North. 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  each  year  ... 

794} 

...  7893 

Births  registered 

183 

190 

Deaths  at  all  ages  ... 

126 

133 

Deaths  under  one  year 

24 

23 

Central  Ward  South. 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  each  year  ... 

6672 

•  ••  6733 

Births  registered 

139 

148 

Deaths  at  all  ages  ... 

94 

86 

Deaths  under  one  year 

23 

16 

27 


TABLE  II.— (Continued). 


South-East  Ward. 


Population  estimated  to  middle  of  each  year  ... 

5395  ••• 

5447 

Births  registered 

112  ... 

141 

Deaths  at  all  ages  ... 

79  - 

77 

Deaths  under  one  year 

13  ... 

15 

East  Ward. 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  each  year  ... 

5557  ••• 

5495 

Births  registered 

131  ;.. 

118 

Deaths  at  all  ages  ... 

97 

65 

Deaths  under  one  year 

18  ... 

15 

TABLE  III. — Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  1908. 
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Notifiable  Disease. 

Diphtheria  (including 
Membranous  Croup) 

Erysipelas 

Scarlet  Fever 

Enteric  Fever 

Puerperal  Fever... 

Totals  ... 

TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1908. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Deaths  in  Whole  District 
at  Subjoined  Ages. 

Deaths  in  Public 
Institutions. 

All  Ages. 

Under  I  year. 

I  and  under  5. 

5  and  under  15. 

15  and  under  25. 

25  and  under  65. 

65  and  upwards. 

Measles 

10 

4 

5 

I 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

I 

Whooping  Cough . 

10 

7 

3 

Diphtheria  (including 

Membranous  Croup) 

6 

4 

2 

Enteric  Fever 

I 

1 

Epidemic  Influenza  .. 

4 

I 

2 

A 

Diarrhoea 

II 

8 

1 

I 

O 

I 

4 

Puerperal  Fever 

3 

2 

I 

Erysipelas  . 

1 

I 

l 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis)  . 

32 

1 

1 

13 

16 

1 

1 1 

Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases  ... 

10 

4 

2 

I 

2 

I 

c 

Cancer  (Malignant  Disease). 

36 

21 

ic: 

J 

A 

Bronchitis  . 

Pneumonia . 

42 

42 

6 

10 

4 

3 

I 

3 

2 

1 7 
16 

14 

8 

4 

1 7 

Pleurisy 

1 

I 

Other  Diseases  of  Res- 

piratory  Organs . 

2 

2 

Alcoholism  | 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  j 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

I 

• . . 

1 

Premature  Birth  . 

14 

14 

Diseases  and  Accidents 

of  Parturition  . 

2 

2 

Heart  Diseases  . 

53 

2 

2 

28 

21 

16 

Accidents  . 

Suicides  . 

6 

4 

... 

... 

1 

I 

3 

I 

T 

4 

Violence 

1 

J 

T 

Old  Age  . 

24 

24 

Q 

All  other  Causes  . 

[40 

29 

9 

1 

3 

62 

36 

y  s 

36 

All  Causes  . t 

15  7 

83 

32 

1 1 

28 

177 

126 

1 12 

TABLE  V— INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1908. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 
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Births  in  the  year— Legitimate,  705;  Illegitimate,  28.  Population  (estimated  to  middle  of  1908),  32,700. 
Deaths  in  the  year  of— Legitimate  infants,  75  ;  Illegitimate  infants,  8.  Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages— 457. 
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TABLE  VI.— Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces, 

and  Homework. 

1*  INSPECTION". — Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary 
Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 

Inspec-  Written 
tious.  Notices. 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries  ..  10  ...  0 

Workshops  (including  Workshop 

Laundries)  .  ...  310  ...  0 


Total  . .  320  ...  0 

2.  DEFECTS  FOUND. 

o  .  .  Found.  Remedied. 

oamtary  Accommodation  unsuitable  or 

defective  ...  ...  ...  ...  i  1 


3.  HOME  WORK. 

Outworkers’  Lists,  Section  107. 

Nature  of  Work:  Making  Wearing  Apparel. 

.  Lists  Rceeived  from  Employers,  Forwarded  T 

twice  m  the  year.  Once  in  the  year.  toother  Inspections 

Lists.  Outworkers.  Lists.  Outworkers.  Councils.  Premises.^ 


8 


55 


2 


95 


4.  REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 

Woikshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year 

Number 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  (36),  Oatcake  Bakers  (3)  39 

Dressmakers  (22),  Milliners  (21),  Tailors  (10)  ...  53 

Boot  and  Shoe  Makers  (19),  Cloggers  (20),  Boot 

and  Clog  Repairers  (12)  ...  51 

Other  Trades .  aq 


Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register  ..  192 


TABLE  VI.— (Continued). 

5.  OTHER  MATTERS. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories.— 
Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M. 
Inspector  as  remediable  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts,  but  not  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act  (s.  5)  — 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 
Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M. 
Inspector  ... 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  10  i) 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year  . 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 


Corporation  of  ^tamtenstall. 


Health  Department, 

Rawtenstall, 

January ,  1909- 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Rawtenstall. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  yon  my  22nd  Annual 
Report  and  Statistics  of  work  carried  out  in  the  Health 
Department  of  the  Borough,  for  the  year  ending  December 

31st,  1908. 

The  number  of  Nuisances  brought  before  the  Health 
Committee  during  the  year  was  242,  representing  715  houses 
and  other  premises. 

Notices  have  been  served  as  follows  to  abate  nuisances  : 


By  letters 

34 

47 

First  notices 

•  t  •  1  * 

l  r\ 

Second  notices... 

106 

Notices  Rawtenstall  Corporation  Act 

107 

To  common  lodging-house  keepers  ... 

...  5 

Houses  let  in  lodgings  . 

...  5 

To  deliver  bedding  for  disinfecting  ... 

1 

305 
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WORK  ACCOMPLISHED. 


13 


Kew  slop  water  closets  erected  in  lien  of  pail  closets 

Fresh  water  closets  erected  in  lien  of  pail  or  tank 
closets 

New  tippler  closets  erected  in  lien  of  pails  ... 

New  tippler  closets  erected  in  lien  of  tank  closets... 
Pail  closets  converted  to  tippler  closets 
Privy  closets  converted  to  tippler  closets 
Privy  closets  converted  to  pail  closets  (no  sewer) 

New  pails  provided  in  lieu  of  leaky  pails 
Closets  repaired 

New  galvanized  ashbins  provided  in  lieu  of  tubs 
barrels,  etc.  ... 

1  •  •  '  •••  . . .  _ 


16 

28 

2 

358 

34 

4 

-  455 

5 
5 

—  10 


211 

—  211 


The  following  school  closets  have  been  converted  to 


water  closets  :  — 

Water  Council  School 

F.W. 

12 

Whitewell  Bottom  Council  School 

« • 

12 

Cloughfold  Council  School 

7  7 

8 

Waterfoot  Council  School  (part  only) 

7  7 

}  ? 

9 

Piercy  Church  School  . 

y  y 

6 

St.  Peters  R.C.  School,  Newchurch 

7 

The  following  school  closets  have  not 
to  the  water  carriage  system,  viz.  : — 

yet  been  converted 

Lumb  Church  School 
St.  Mary’s  Church  School 
St.  Paul’s  Church  School 
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Crawshawbooth  Church.  School 
Crawshawbooth  Wesleyan  School 
Crawshawbooth  Baptist  School 
Loveclongh  Church  School 
Goodshaw  Church  closets. 


DRAINS,  Ac.  LAID  AND  TRAPPED. 


Number  of  new  drains  laid  with  gullies,  grates, 
etc.,  and  connected  to  sewer 

Drains  cleaned  out  and  repaired  ...  . 

Houses  provided  with  slopstones,  slopstone  pipes 
and  connected  to  sewer 

Dirty  houses  cleaned  and  limewashed 

«/ 

Overcrowding  removed 
Eaves  and  downtroughs  repaired 
Stable  drained  ... 

Pigsty  e  drained  to  a  tank 
Midden  of  manure  removed  ... 

Urinal  repaired 

Farmyard  repaired  and  channelled  ... 

The  property  m  Richard  Street  and  Haslam  Stieet,  which 
was  reported  as  having  insufficient  closet  accommodation  for 
the  number  of  houses,  has  had  21  water  closets  provided  in 
lieu  of  seven  pail  closets. 

At  Old  Row  Spring  Terrace  each  house  to  the  number  of 
26,  have  had  slopstones  provided  and  the  same  connected  by 
pipes  and  drains  to  the  main  sewer. 


193 

20 

26 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  following  table  shows  the  eases  of  Infectious  Diseases 
which  have  been  reported  during  the  year,  and  also  the 
previous  ten  years. 


1908  1907  1906  1905  1904  1903  1902  1901  1900  1899  1898 


Scarlet  Fever 

27 

88 

17 

65 

139 

69 

60 

165 

290 

290 

±0i70 

82 

Enteric  Fever 

10 

15 

8 

16 

15 

17 

38 

16 

<3 

1 8 

16 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

7 

6 

5 

0 

O 

2 

4 

4 

4 

2 

2 

4 

Continued  Fever ... 

Diphtheria 

9 

9 

9 

7 

8 

18 

14 

12 

8 

1 7 

1  3 

Membranous  Croup 

3 

6 

1 

6 

2 

2 

1 

4 

1 

10 

Erysipelas . 

25 

27 

23 

40 

32 

24 

25 

26 

33 

34 

54 

Small-pox... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

37 

2 

••• 

Totals 

81 

<45 

68 

132 

202 

171 

<45 

227 

35° 

362 

179 

HOUSES  DISINFECTED  AFTER  CASES  OF 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Fifty  houses  have  been  disinfected  after  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  during  the  year,  three  of  these  being  after  cases  of 
Phthisis,  and  48  lots  of  bedding  have  been  removed  to  the 
Hospital,  disinfected  and  returned,  including  the  following 
articles,  viz. : — 


Beds 

.  •  . 

56 

Ladies’  Jackets 

2 

Mattresses 

•  .  . 

...  30 

Ladies’  Chemises  ... 

1 

Blankets  ... 

65 

Ladies’  Coats 

1 

Quilts 

.  .  . 

..  61 

Jackets 

3 

Sheets 

.  •  . 

...  40 

Trousers 

2 

Bolsters  ... 

•  •  • 

...  49 

Rugs  . 

9 

Pillows  ... 

•  •  • 

...  49 

Vests 

2 

Pillow  Slips 

•  •  • 

...  3 

Shawls 

4 

38 


Table  Cloths 
Hearth  Rugs 
Skirts 


1  Bed  Covers  ... 

2  Other  Articles 

3 


359 


Total 


3 

20 

—  47 

359 


...  406 


Besides  these  there  have  been  destroyed  at  the  Destructor 
by  request  of  the  owners  : — 

Mattresses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 

Beds  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pillows  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  Articles  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

—  99 

FOOD  DESTROYED. 

There  have  been  destroyed  at  the  Destructor  3-lbs.  of 
damsons  which  were  mouldy  and  bad,  and  one  box  of  liver 
which  had  gone  bad  and  was  quite  sour. 

In  both  cases  certificates  were  given  to  the  owners  that 
the  food  was  unsound,  unwholesome,  and  totally  unfit  for 
human  food. 


We  have  also  disinfected  18  schools  during  the  year  after 
outbreaks  of  infectious  diseases  amongst  the  scholars  attending 
such  schools,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  if  some  plan,  similar  to 
what  is  adopted  in  Burnley,  was  adopted  in  your  Borough,  it 
would  have  a  tendency  to  cheek  these  periodical  outbreaks 
amongst  the  scholars,  which  often  cause  the  schools  to  be 
closed  for  three  weeks, 
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In  Burnley  eacli  school  is  supplied  by  the  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  with  a  quantity  of  saw-dust  saturated  with  carbolic 
acid,  to  be  used  daily  in  sprinkling  the  floors  before  they  are 
brushed  out.  If  some  such  arrangement  was  carried  out  in 
our  schools  daily,  it  would  be  the  means  of  checking  any  first 
cases  of  infection,  and  might  prevent  the  schools  having  to  be 
closed  at  other  times  than  holidays. 

1  he  following  notification  of  infectious  cases  have  been 
sent  to  school-masters  and  school-mistresses  within  the 
Borough  : — 

National  School,  Loveclough  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Council  School,  Goodshaw  ...  ...  ...  . ..  0 

Church  School,  Crawshawbooth  ...  ...  ...  \ 

Wesleyan  School,  Crawshawbooth  ...  ...  ...  2 

St.  Paul’s  School,  Constablelee. . .  ...  ...  ...  (j 

St.  James  Roman  Catholic  School,  Rawtenstall  1 

Council  School,  Rawtenstall  ...  ...  0 

St.  Mary’s  Church  School,  Rawtenstall  ...  ...  1 

Council  School,  Townsendfold  ..  ...  ...  ...  \ 

St.  John’s  School,  Cloughfold  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Council  School,  Cloughfold  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

St.  James’  School,  Waterfoot  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Council  School,  Waterfoot  ....  Q 

Council  School,  Cowpe  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Q 

St.  Nicholas’  Church  School,  Newchurch  ...  ...  0 

St.  Peters’  Roman  Catholic  School,  Newchurch  ...  0 

Piercy  Church  School,  Piercy,  Waterfoot  .  1 

Council  School,  White  well  Bottom  ...  ...  ...  0 

Church  School,  Lumb .  ..  0 

Council  School,  Water  ...  0 


13 
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COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 

There  are  six  common  lodging-houses  registered  within 
the  Borough,  two  new  ones  having  been  registered  within  the 
year,  viz.  : — that  of  Hugh.  Crane  at  the  bottom  of  Bridleway, 
Newchurch,  registered  for  25  lodgers,  and  the  Workingmen’s 
Home,  King  Street,  Bawtenstall,  in  the  occupation  of  Messrs. 
Biding  and  Warburton  as  tenants  thereof,  and  registered  to 
accommodate  145  lodgers. 

The  Workingmen’s  Home,  Bridleway,  Newchurch,  has 
been  transferred  from  James  Gresham  to  Mary  Ann  Pickles 
during  the  year. 

The  whole  of  the  keepers  and  their  deputies  have  made 
application  under  the  Bawtenstall  Corporation  Act,  1907,  to 
be  re-registered  for  the  year  1909,  and  have  been  re-registered 
accordingly. 

As  to  the  transfer  of  the  Working  Mens’  Home,  Bridleway 
Newchurch,  from  James  Gresham  to  Mary  Ann  Pickles,  there 
was  some  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  Members  of  the  Health 
Committee  as  to  the  desirability  or  otherwise  of  accepting 
Mary  Ann  Pickles  as  the  registered  keeper  of  the  house,  but 
after  she  had  appeared  before  the  Committee  and  explained 
her  position  she  was  registered  until  the  end  of  the  year  and  on 
a  further  application  for  re-registration  at  the  beginning  of 
1909  she  was  along  with  the  others  re-registered  for  the  year. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  increased  lodging  accommodation 
provided  within  the  Borough  during  the  year,  there  would 
have  been  difficulty  in  finding  lodgings  for  the  extra  number 
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of  men  engaged  on  the  various  works  going  on  in  connection 
with  the  Tramways,  Electricity  Works,  Sewering  and  Street 
making,  and  many  of  them  would  have  had  to  trayel  to  Bacup 
and  Haslingden  for  lodgings,  but  owing  to  the  increased 
accommodation  if  has  been  found  equal  to  the  demand. 

HOUSES-LET-IN-LODGINGS. 

There  are  21  registered  houses-let-in-lodgings,  11  out  of 
these  21  are  let  by  two  owners,  viz:  —  Henry  Tattersall,  and 
Thomas  Nuttall,  as  furnished  apartments,  and  are  very 
frequently  changing  tenants,  there  is  no  permanency  about  them, 
they  are  here  this  wTeek,  gone  next  week,  and  a  fresh  tenant  in 
the  house. 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

There  were  for  the  year  1908  35  registered  Slaughter- 
houses  within  the  Borough,  these  as  previously  stated  are 
scattered  all  over  the  various  parts  of  the  Borough,  eight  of 
them  being  situated  at  and  in  connection  with  farm  premises 
The  whole  of  these  have  been  kept  in  a  fairly  clean  and 
sanitary  state. 

Two  Slaughter-houses  have  been  discontinued  and  two 
fresh  ones  established  during  the  year,  so  the  number  for  the 
year  is  the  same  as  for  the  year  1907,  viz  : — 35. 

TRIPE  DRESSING  PREMISES. 

There  are  now  six  tripe  dressing  premises  and  one  gut 
scraping  establishment  within  the  Borough,  all  of  which  have 
been  kept  in  a  fair  sanitary  condition,  and  I  have  had  no 
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complaint  respecting  anv  of  them  during  the  year.  There  are 
three  premises  in  Rawtenstall  where  the  trade  of  black 
pudding  making,  potted  meat  making  &c.,  are  carried  on, 
two  of  these  are  situate  in  Bank  Street,  and  in  one  case  several 
complaints  have  been  received,  and  the  owner  has  had  notice 
to  discontinue  the  business  on  those  premises  and  he  is  now  in 
negotiation  for  land  for  the  erection  of  new  premises  behind 
your  destructor  premises  and  stable  yard. 

SHOWMEN’S  DWELLING  VANS. 


The  number  of  showmens’  dwelling  vans  attending  the 
Rawtenstall  and  Newcliurch  Fairs  were  as  follows,  and 
contained  the  following  number  of  persons. 


Vans. 

Adults. 

Children. 

Total 

Rawtenstall 

.  43 

...  82 

...  27 

109 

Newchurch 

.  36 

...  72 

19 

•  ••  JL  ••• 

91 

The  majority  of  the  dwellings  were  kept  in  a  very  clean 
state,  and  we  did  not  find  any  case  of  sickness,  or  overcrowding 
in  any  of  the  vans. 

In  connection  with  the  Rawtenstall  and  Newchurch  Fairs 
sanitary  conveniences  were  provided  by  the  owners  of  the  land, 
one  for  males  and  one  for  females  on  the  fair  grounds. 

SCAVENGING. 

The  scavenging  work  carried  out  within  the  Borough 

O 

during  the  year  1908  was  as  follows  : — 

Excreta  pails  emptied  ...  130037 
Excreta  tanks  emptied...  100 
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Ashbins  emptied  . 184621 

Ashpits  emptied  .  6130 


Loads  of  excreta  removed  2584 

Loads  of  Ashes  removed  7609 

Loads  of  Destructor  | 

residuum  removed  j  4°5 

Total  loads  removed . 10658 


Cost  £645/13/1  average  per  load  4/11 
Cost  ^948/6/5  ditto.  2/5 

Cost  £46/7/5  ditto.  i/it 

Cost  £1640/7/0  ditto.  3/of 


DESTRUCTOR. 

The  following  is  a  return  of  the  work  carried  out  at  the 
Destructor  for  the  year  1908. 


T. 

C. 

Q. 

Amount  of  refuse  carted  to  the  Destructor  ... 

3485 

5 

2 

Amount  of  incombustible  material  carted  away 

68 

9 

0 

Actual  amount  of  rufuse  burnt 

3416 

16 

2 

Amount  of  large  Clinker  carted  to  Outfall  Works  717 

0 

1 

Fine  ash  &c.  carted  to  tips 

596 

7 

1 

Total... 

1313 

7 

2 

Percentage  of  Clinker,  38‘43  per  cent. 

YEAR  1907. 

T. 

C. 

Q- 

Refuse  burnt 

3190 

10 

2 

Large  Clinker  to  Outfall  Works 

634 

13 

3 

Fine  ash  &c.  to  tips 

671 

5 

1 

Total 

1305 

19 

0 

Percentage  of  Clinker,  40" 9  per  cent. 


HH«  -Hw 
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YEAR  1906. 

T. 

C. 

Q 

Amount  of  refuse  burnt... 

3265 

3 

3 

Large  Clinker  to  Outfall  Works 

665 

0 

0 

Fine  ash  Ac.  to  tips... 

664 

0 

0 

Total ... 

1329 

0 

0 

Percentage  of  Clinker,  40  82  per  cent. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

There  are  no  registered  niilkshops  within  the  Borough,  as 
all  farmers  retail  their  own  milk  from  their  carts. 

We  have  183  farmers  residing  within  the  Borough  who  are 
registered  to  sell  milk,  and  six  non-residents  registered  to  sell 
milk  within  the  Borough  making  a  total  of  169  milksellers 
delivering  milk.  We  have  304  farms  within  the  Borough, 
so  over  one  half  are  registered  milksellers. 

As  to  the  general  condition  of  the  Cowsheds  there  is  very 
little  improvement,  as  very  few  indeed  come  anywhere  near  to 
the  requirements  of  your  Bye-laws  to  allow  800  cubit  feet  of  air 
space  per  cow,  and  I  think  it  would  be  far  better  if  your 
Council  would  adopt  a  lower  standard,  say  some  500  or  600 
cubit  feet  air  space  per  cow  and  enforce  that  regulation  all 
round. 

The  alteration  in  the  regulations,  substituting  May  instead 
of  April  for  the  first  limewashing,  I  think  will  be  a  great 
improvement,  as  the  cattle  are  not  turned  out  to  grass  until 
about  the  middle  of  May,  thus  the  farmers  will  have  a  clear 
fortnight  to  get  their  cowsheds  cleaned  and  limewashed  before 
the  end  of  May. 
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On  visiting  the  farms  in  May,  1908,  I  found  at  the  beginn¬ 
ing  of  my  visits  that  very  few  of  the  cowsheds  had  then  been 
lime- washed,  but  before  I  completed  my  visits  I  found  nearly 
all  of  them  had  been  lime-washed.  In  October  I  found  a  great 
improvement,  nearly  all  the  cowsheds  had  been  lime-washed 
when  I  visited  the  farms,  and  in  one  instance  where  the  work 
had  only  been  party  done  and  the  occupier  being  spoken  to  on 
the  subject  said  he  would  not  do  it,  I  pointed  out  the  con¬ 
sequences  to  him,  and  on  paying  another  visit  in  company  with 
the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee,  we  found  the  work 
had  been  completed. 

AMBULANCE  REMOVALS. 

The  Horse  Ambulance  has  been  in  use  21  times  during  the 
year  1908,  as  compared  with  28  times  in  1907,  and  25  times  in 
1906;  22  in  1905,  14  in  1904,  and  18  in  1903.  Particulars  of 
cases  dealt  with  are  given  below,  viz. : — 

Tuesday,  18th  February. — Removed  Mrs.  Watts,  from  756, 
Burnley-road,  Crawshawbooth,  to  the  Victoria  Hospital, 
Burnley  ...  . . (Appendicitis) 

Friday,  21st  February.  —  Removed  William  Jervis  from 
Haslingden  Union  Workhouse  to  Blackburn  Infirmary 
•  ••  •••  •  •  •  •••  •••  ...  ...  (Hernia) 

Thursday,  5th  March. — Removed  Thomas  Edward  Fuller  from 
Victoria  Hospital,  Burnley,  to  his  home,  4,  Whitehead- 
street,  Rawtenstall .  ...  (Disease  of  Femur) 
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Wednesday,  11th  March. — Removed  Mrs.  Billington  from  14, 
Green  Bank-street,  Cloughfold,  to  Manchester  Infirmary 

(Rnptnre) 

Thursday,  12th  March.— Removed  Miss  Lilly  Naylor  from  the 
Rossendale  Children’s  Home  to  the  Openshaw  Con¬ 
valescent  Home,  Manchester  ...  ...  (Phthisis) 

Wednesday,  25th  March  —Removed  Thomas  Ed.  Fuller  from 
4,  W hitehead-street,  Rawtenstall,  to  Victoria  Hospital, 
Burnley  .  (Disease  of  Femur) 

Friday,  10th  April.— Removed  Mrs.  Martin  from  9,  Front  Mill 
Gate,  to  St.  Mary  s  Hospital,  Manchester  ...(Confinement) 

Sunday,  26th  April. — Removed  Mrs.  Ann  Webb  from  9,  Back 
Entwistle’s  Buildings,  Newchurch,  to  the  Haslingden 
Union  Workhouse  ...  ...  ..  (Fractured  Leg) 

Thursday,  30th  April.  —  Removed  John  Travis  from  33, 
Alexandria-street,  Rawtenstall,  to  his  home,  Clarance- 
street,  Darwen  ...  ...  ...  ..  (Pneumonia) 

Friday,  8th  May.— Removed  Mrs.  Trickett  from  2,  Dobbin- 
lane,  Cloughfold,  to  Back  Old  -  row,  Spring  -  terrace, 
Rawtenstall  .  (Accident) 

Saturday,  27th  June. — Removed  Airs.  Elizabeth  Ann  Woods 
from  11,  Vale-terrace,  Piercy,  to  St.  Mary’s  Hospital, 
Manchester .  (Cancer  of  Uterus) 
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Friday,  17tli  July. — Removed  Mrs.  Collinge  from  Kenyon’s 
Bleach  Works,  The  Holme,  to  34,  Miller  Barn-lane 

(Rupture  of  Blood  Vessel) 

Friday,  30th  July.— Removed  William  Henry  Turner  from 
Manchester  Infirmary  to  12,  Back  Holmes-terrace,  Reeds- 
holme  ...  ...  ...  ...  (Abdominal  Tumor) 

Wednesday,  9th  September. — Removed  John  Stewart  from 
Druid’s  -  lane,  Bridleway,  to  Manchester  Infirmary 

(Strangulated  Hernia) 

Thursday,  10th  September. — Removed  Luke  Tomlinson  from 
21,  Back  Old-row,  Spring-terrace,  to  Haslingden  Union 
Workhouse  ...  ...  ...  ...  (Paralysis) 

Friday,  2nd  October.  —  Removed  M.  Cohen  from  Clegg’s 
Buildings,  Townsend  Fold,  to  Manchester  Infirmary 

(Strangulated  Hernia) 

Thursday,  13tli  October.  —  Removed  Aaron  Ingham  from 
Spring-terrace,  Rawtenstall,  to  Ancoats  Hospital,  Man¬ 
chester  ...  ...  ...  ...  (Abscess  of  Bladder) 

Monday,  26th  October. — Removed  Teddy  Ormerod  from 
Ivy  Bank,  Cowpe,  to  Manchester  Infirmary 

(Strangulated  Hernia) 

Thursday,  17th  December. — Removed  Maggie  Lambert  from 
1,  Norman  Honse,  Rusholme,  Manchester,  to  Spring 
Gardens,  Waterfoot  ...  ...  ...  (After  Operation) 
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Thursday,  24th  December. — Removed  Joseph  Whittaker  and 
Joseph  McDonald  from  Haslingden-road  to  Bolton-street, 

(Tram  Accident) 


Cloughfold 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901. 

Under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act  the  Workshops 
within  the  Borough  have  been  visited  and  inspected,  and  on 

the  whole  have  been  found  to  be  kept  in  a  clean  and  sanitary 
condition. 


The  following  are  Workshops  coming  under  the  Act,  not 
being  Factories  worked  by  steam  or  other  motive  power  :  — 


Bakers  and  Confectioners 
Oat  Cake  Makers 
Preserve  Manufacturers  .. 

Black  Pudding  and  Sausage  Makers 
Fried  Fish  Makers 

•  *  •  •  •  • 

Manufacturing  Chemists 
Dressmakers 

•  •  •  ♦  •  • 

Dress  and  Mantle  Makers 
Milliners  ... 

Stocking  Knitting 
Stay  and  Corset  Making 
Underclothing  Makers  ... 

Tailors 

Boot  and  Shoe  Makers . . 

Cloggers . 

Boot,  Shoe  and  Clog  Repairers  .. 
Cabinet  Makers  ... 

Brush  Makers 

Saddle  and  Harness  Makers 


36 

3 

1 

3 

1 

2-  46 
22 
3 

21 

2 

1 

1 

10—  60 

19 

20 

12—  51 

i 

1 

3 
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Blacksmiths  and  Wheelwrights  9 

Tinsmiths  ..  ...  .  ...  q 

Plumbers  ..  ...  ...  ...  .  7 

Cycle  Makers  ..  ...  ...  ..  2 _  35 


Total  .  192 


Three  notices  have  been  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of 
Factoiies  of  fresh  W  orkshops  coming  under  his  observation 
during  the  year. 


OUT- WORKERS. 


Lists  of  Out- Workers  have  been  received  from  the  follow¬ 
ing  Firms  and  Persons  during  the  year  : — 


H.  W.  Trickett  Limited 
H.  W.  Trickett  Limited 
J.  H.  Hirst,  Slipper  Works 
J.  H.  Hirst,  Slipper  Works 
Wrigley  and  Son 
Wrigley  and  Son 
J.  0.  Turnbull 
Walter  Wint 

Freeman,  Hardy  and  Willis 
Freeman,  Hardy  and  Willis 


1 

list 

F  ebruary 

Outworkers,  5 

1 

August 

„  '  32 

1 

F  ebruary 

„  3 

1 

October 

11 

1 

F  ebruary 

1 

1 

?? 

August 

1 

1 

February 

1 

1 

?> 

February 

55  1 

1 

?? 

F  ebruary 

1 

1 

5? 

August 

„  1 

One  list  containing'  the  names  and  addresses  of  five 
persons  taking  out  work  from  H.  W.  Trickett  Ltd.,  but 
residing  within  the  Borough  of  Bacup,  has  been  forwarded  to 
Mr.  A.  E.  Barnes,  the  Inspector  for  the  Bacup  Borough, 
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No  lists  have  been  received  from  other  Local  Authorities 
for  the  year  1908,  of  outworkers  bringing  work  into  your 
Borough  from  outside  districts. 

The  homes  of  outworkers  within  your  Borough  where 
work  is  carried  out,  have  been  visited  and  have  been  found  in 
a  clean  and  satisfactory  state.  We  have  had  no  ca.se  of 
infectious  diseases  reported  at  any  house  where  outwork  was 
given  out. 


In  conclusion  I  beg  to  thank  the  Chairmen  and  Members 
of  the  Health  Committee,  the  Medical  Officer,  the  Borough 
Surveyor,  and  my  Office  Clerk  for  their  valimble  assistance  in 
carrying  out  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  during  the 
year. 

I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 


GEORGE  BAWLING. 


